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Subject:     "WINDOW  DRESSING. "     Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics, 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.     Bulletin  available,  1633-F,  "Window 
Curtaining.  " 

— ooOoo — 

Not  long  ago  I  told  my  listeners  about  shopping  for  blankets  with  my 
niece,  Betty,  who  is  going  to  be  married  soon.     Curtains  are  the  next  number 
on  Betty's  program  for  household  purchases. 

The  first  thing  Betty  asked  was,   "Can't  I  get  them  ready-made?  The 
house  has  12  windows  in  all  and  it  seems  like  a  lot  of  work  to  make  all  the 
curtains  myself.     I've  seen  some  darling  ruffled  colonial  curtains  with  tie- 
backs  for  only  a  dollar-ninety- five  a  pair,  white  or  colored.  11 

So  I  advised  Betty  to  talk  to  Bess  Viemont,  textile  specialist  of  the 
Bureau  of  Home  Economics,  in  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 
I'm  sure  you'll  be  interested  in  what  Miss  Viemont  told  her. 

"In  the  long  run,"  she  said,   "it  usually  pays  to  buy  good  quality  material 
and  make  your  own  curtains  to  fit  your  own  windows.     Ready-mades  are  useful  for 
furnishing  in  a  hurry,  and  when  you  are  not  particular  about  individuality, 
although  frequently  they  have  to  be  shortened.     For  the  price  of  many  ready-made 
curtains  of  fair  quality,  or  even  less,  you  can  buy  enough  voile,  net,  lawn, 
organdy,  marquisette  or  theatrical  gauze  of  good  quality  to  make  simple  curtains 
that  will  wash  well  and  wear  longer. 

"Many  people  try  to  curtain  all  the  windows  in  a  house  alike,  except, 
perhaps,  the  kitchen  and  the  bath-room.    This  is  for  the  sake  of  a  uniform 
exterior  effect.     One  way  to  have  outside  uniformity  without  interior  monotony 
is  to  use  cream  or  white  glass  curtains  at  all  windows,  and  then  use  different 
draperies  in  each  room  to  harmonize  with  the  other  furnishings.     In  the  bed- 
rooms you  could  have  the  tinted  colonial  ruffled  tie-backs  that  you  like  so  much, 
to  take  the  place  of  other  draperies.     On  the  lower  floor  you  may  want  the  more 
formal  effect  of  patterned  draperies.     The  living-room  and  dining-room  often  have 
the  same  or  harmonizing  materials  for  draperies. 

"This  fall  the  stores  are  showing  glass  curtain  fabrics  with  larger, 
coarser  meshes  than  formerly.     Some  of  the  cotton  nets  are  quite  substantial 
and  will  wear  very  well.    Theatrical  gauze  is  made  entirely  of  linen.    As  with 
some  of  the  other  coarse-meshed  plain-weave  fabrics,   it  is  easy  to  draw  threads 
in  it  for  hand  hemstitching  or  decorating  with  colored  yarns.    All  curtains  look 
much  nicer  and  hang  and  launder  better  if  they  are  cut  on  a  drawn  thread  and 
have  the  hems  put  in  by  hand.     Sometimes  a  machine  stitching  with  an  easy  tension 
can  be  used  if  the  thread  matches  the  fabric. 
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"Glass  curtains  of  colored  mesh  fabrics  are  being  used  without  side 
draperies,  too.     It 1 s  a  good  idea  to  look  over  material  for  glass  curtains  care- 
fully before  buying.    Any  knots  or  irregularity  of  weave  will  show  against  the 
light  as  it  shines  through  the  curtain. 

"Figured  drapery  materials  such  as  cretonnes,  linens,  and  chintzes  go 
best  with  plain  walls,  of  course.     This  year's  patterns  have  a.  definite  trend 
toward  larger,  bolder  figures  and  flowers,  and  vivid  colorings.     These  large 
patterned  materials  have  to  be  carefully  selected  or  they  will  be  over-powering, 
especially  in  small  rooms.     I  never  decide  on  a  print  without  seeing  a  good- 
sized  sample  in  the  room  for  which  it  is  planned. 

"Another  point  with  bold  patterns  is  that  units  of  the  design  must  be 
carefully  matched  on  each  side  of  a  window.     If  possible  the  same  pattern  units 
should  come  at  the  same  level  on  all  the  windows  in  the  room.     Matching  the 
design  usually  involves  some  waste  of  material,  but  the  effect  is  worth  it. 
In  some  cases  the  first  and  third  lengths  on  a  piece  of  goods  will  match,  and 
the  second  and  fourth,  and  this  waste  can  be  avoided. 

"A  good  many  interior  decorators,"  Miss  Viemont  said,   "are  now  choosing 
for  rooms  with  figured  wall-papers,  curtain  fabrics  with  a  self-colored,  nearly 
invisible  stripe.     It  may  be  either  horizontal  or  vertical  and  is  made  by  a 
difference  in  weave  or  by  a  different  kind  of  yarn.     This  relieves  the  excessive 
plainness  of  an  absolutely  smooth  weave,  and  is  in  keeping  with  the  trend  toward 
greater  simplicity  in  house  furnishing.     Still  other  fabrics  have  what  we  called 
a  "texture"  pattern.    This  too  is  made  by  a  variation  in  weave  to  form  an  all- 
over  design  without  using  more  than  one  color. 

"Seersuckers  and  ginghams  make  good  kitchen  curtains  because  they  are 
sturdy  enough  to  stand  frequent  washing  and  come  in  gay  colors.  Light-weight 
Turkish  toweling  bought  by  the  yard  is  a  new  idea  in  bath-room  curtains.  This 
toweling  comes  in  natural  color  as  well  as  in  white.     If  it  bleaches  gradually 
from  many  tubbings  it  can  be  tinted  to  go  with  the  bath-room  color  scheme. 

"There  are  also  some  opaque  water  resistant  fabrics  which  are  fine  in  the 
bath-room.     They  can  be  washed  and  ironed.     Chintz  is  not  good  for  bath-room 
curtains  as  moisture  affects  the  finishing  materials  which  make  it  smooth  and 
shiny.     Chintz  curtains  are  a  good  selection  where  they  seldom  have  to  be  moved 
or  washed.    The  slick  surface  of  chintz  makes  it  shed  dirt  for  a  long  time  if 
brushed  and  shaken  occasionally. " 

Betty  asked  Miss  Viemont  whether  valances  were  necessary. 

"There  seems  to  be  a  tendency  to  simplify  the  lines  of  our  rooms  and  our 
furnishings,"  she  said,   "consequently  there  are  fewer  valances.     But  I  would  not 
say  that  the  valance  is  by  any  means  outmoded.     It  is  still  used  to  cut  down  the 
apparent  height  of  a  long  narrow  window,  and  to  carry  the  eye  over  from  one  side 
of  a  window  to  the  other.     Sometimes  the  valance  is  reduced  to  a  mere  double 
ruffle  on  a  short  window,  just  to  cover  the  rod.     It's  a  general  principle  of 
window  decoration  that  an  unused  portion  of  a  rod  is  better  not  exposed.    A  cor- 
nice board  or  a  painted  wooden  pole  may  take  the  place  of  a  valance." 

Miss  Viemont  said  that  curtains,  especially  side  draperies  and  draw  cur- 
tains, are  used  with  Venetian  blinds  to  soften  their  severity.     She  gave  Betty 
a  copy  of  the  bulletin  she  wrote  on  window  curtaining,  No.  1633-F.    This  discusses 
all  kinds  of  curtains  and  how  to  make  and  hang  them.    Any  of  my  listeners  who  are 
interested  can  get  a  copy  simply  by  writing  to  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  at  Washington,  D.  C. 
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